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Components of the Nuclear 
Energy Image

Weight of history

 Background and military culture

 Professional opponents

 The religious war

Globalized image 

 The world "lobby“

Favorable factors

 Global warming 

 Awareness of energy issues

 Energy independence
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Frame of Mind of Good 
Communications

Openness

 Explain rather than convince

 Discuss rather than ignore

Transparency

 Media initiatives

 Internet

 Sustainable development indicators

 Stakeholder sessions

 Neighborhood communications

Modernity

 Look towards the future 

 Break with conventional standards
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Risk Assessment 
and Public Perception

Natural risks perceived as less scary 

Imposed risks more negatively perceived 

Risks with a benefit better assumed 

Risks associated with complex 

technologies and catastrophes amplified 

by the intensity of media coverage

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0b/Radiation_warning_symbol.svg
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Conditions 
for Public Acceptance

Safety

Security

Transparency

 3 pillars for further nuclear industry development
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Risk prevention

 Risk mapping

 Understanding media logic 

Anticipation

 Media and public opinion watch

 Message development

 Identification of spokespersons

Responsiveness

 24/7 communications

 Rapid deployment of resources

Preserving Public 
Acceptance
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Impact of Fukushima Event 
on Public Opinion

WIN-Gallup, April 19 (sample) Full scope of study: 47 countries – Study based on a set of 8 questions – Implementation varies country by country

Majorities turned minorities Majorities severely thinned
by 10% or more

Majorities affected moderately
drop in support less than 10%

Japan
(62  39)

China
(83  70)

India
(58  49)

Russia
(63  52)

Minorities further thinned

Czech Rep.
(63  61)

Germany
(34  26)

Switzerland
(40  34)

Belgium
(43  34)

Poland
(36  30)

Brazil
(34  32)

-23%

Netherlands
(51  44)

-7% -9%

-13%

-11%

-8%

-6%

-2%

-9%

-6%

-2%

Canada
(51  43)

-8%

Saudi Arabia
(52  43)

-9%
Egypt

(65  52)
-13%

Italy
(28  24)

-4%Korea
(65  64)

-1%

Bulgaria
(68  62)

-6% Finland
(58  52)

-6%

USA
(53  47)

-6%France
(66  58)

-8%

Global
(57  49)

-8%

http://www.google.fr/imgres?imgurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/XL_flags/Netherlands_flag.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Netherlands_flag.html&h=240&w=360&sz=3&tbnid=yylhFJoNNVkEaM:&tbnh=81&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddutch%2Bflag&zoom=1&q=dutch+flag&hl=fr&usg=__nDr5xHbsCm5xI5_wVLrSzsP4QJk=&sa=X&ei=OoqVTYiHF5CJhQep-43zCA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwBA
http://www.bresilalille.com/images/stories/brasil/drapeau-du-bresil.gif
http://www.google.fr/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mes-paris-sportifs.fr/wp-content/uploads/drapeau-coree-du-sud.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mes-paris-sportifs.fr/parier-coupe-du-monde-2010/parier-groupe-b/parier-coree-du-sud-grece-groupe-b.html&usg=__lN0V14zMnhs9E5mUqLquIhkWiQs=&h=333&w=500&sz=23&hl=fr&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=MvL_RjjPUDGkSM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&ei=ZjqUTdDrDs2CswaJuYi7CA&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddrapeau%2Bcor%25C3%25A9e%26hl%3Dfr%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1
http://www.groupement.ca/data/images/Infolettre/drapeauSuisse.png
http://www.dgsconseil.ro/images/drapeau-bulgarie.jpg
http://football.suisse-blog.ch/wp-content/uploads/russie-drapeau.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Flag_of_Belgium.svg
http://coupedumonde.pubfoot.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/egypte-drapeau.jpg
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Fundamentals Remain 
Unchanged

Unretouched composite NASA photo

 2 billion people do not have 

access to electricity

 Unprecedented global 

warming

 Depletion of fossil resources 

and worrying geopolitical 

context
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Remaining on  
Rational Ground

From the emotional to rational level

 Cost of electricity

 Limits of renewable energies

 Fight against climate change

Evolution of the anti-nuke stance

 Emotional arguments are not enough
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Communicating
in the Neighborhood

Proximity communications

 Local communications plan

 Integration in local events

 Dialogue and debate
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Famous Pro-Nuclear 
Environmentalists

Stewart Brand (USA) – Editor of Whole Earth Catalog

James Lovelock (UK) – Author of the GAIA Theory

Stephen Tindale (UK) - Director of Greenpeace (2005-2005)

Patrick Moore (USA) – Co-founder of Greenpeace

What an incredible mistake Greenpeace made when it took the 

government to court in an attempt to delay the building of new nuclear 

power stations – Article in Times Online, February 2007

Over the next ten years, I predict, the mainstream of the environmental 

movement will reverse its opinion and activism in four major areas: 

population growth, urbanization, genetically engineered organisms, and 

nuclear power. – Article in Technology Review, March 2005

It was kind of like a religious conversion. Being anti-nuclear was an 

essential part of being an environmentalist for a long time but now that 

I’m talking to a number of environmentalists about this, it’s actually 

quite widespread this view that nuclear power is not ideal but it’s better 

than climate change – Article in Times Online, February 2007

Nuclear energy is the only non-greenhouse gas-emitting power source that 

can effectively replace fossil fuels and satisfy global demand - Statement to 

US Congressional Subcommittee on Nuclear Energy April 28, 2005
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